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LETTER FROM THE PRESIDENT 


The inspiration of Avila spans the globe. Above, students and alumni serve the dear neighbor in Guatemala through Project HELLO. 


Dear Alumni and Friends, 


he ability of an institution to be 
Vaeees and to see new relation- 
ships that lead to new discoveries is 
vital to a thriving university. Technolo- 
gies change. Best practices evolve. New 
challenges arise. How we prepare our 
students not just for the now, but for the 
future requires a vibrant community of 
inspiring faculty, staff, alumni 
and friends. 

Inside you’ll meet a portion of our 
Avila-inspired community. You'll meet 
Avila senior Franco Argumedo who took 
inspiration from a faculty-led travel 
course and created a life-changing 
humanitarian mission for hundreds in 
Guatemala. You’ll be introduced to a 
new Avila healthcare major that is 
addressing a growing industry challenge. 


You'll learn how Avila’s excellence in 
science and technology education is 
leading to millions of dollars in 
federal scholarships for traditionally 
underserved students. And you'll help 
us say farewell to nine inspiring 
campus leaders. 

l invite you to come back to campus 
and meet all of the students, alumni 
and faculty who have been inspired by 
Avila and in turn are Avila’s inspiration. 
Together, we are the connections that 
drive innovation. 


Gratefully, 


Path Baby 


Ronald A. Slepitza, Ph.D., CSJA 


President Ron Slepitza, Ph.D., CSJA, gives 
President an inspiring message to more than 
400 Avila graduates of 2017. 
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ACCENT ON AVILA 


“My parents cried. 
I am here on a full ride.” 


$1.5 Million Grant for Radiologic Science Scholarships 


ABOVE: Radiologic Science student, 


Kaliana Chrisman 


vila University’s radiologic science 

program provides students with an 

unparalleled education. In the last 
five years, more than 90% of students have 
passed the American Registry of Radio- 
logic Technologist (AART) certification and 
registration on their first attempt. Thanks 
to a new grant that exceeds $1.5 million, 
additional scholarships are now available 
to 10 first-year and continuing or transfer- 
ring students each fall. The Scholarships for 
Disadvantaged Students from the Health 
Resources and Services Administration 
(HRSA) will be awarded over the next four 
years, but the impact will be felt for 
a lifetime. 

“| found out the day | got here that | 

had been awarded the scholarship,” said 


Kaliana Chrisman, a St. Louis freshman. 
“That was a giant help. My parents cried. 
So along with my other scholarships, | am 
here on a full ride. It’s awesome.” 

The scholarships are intended for 
first-generation students and students with 
severe financial hardships so that they 
may focus on their education and limit the 
amount of loan debt needed. Ashlyn Hull 
”08, MS, Ed., RT (R)(CT), program director 
and chair of radiologic science said, “These 
scholarships will have a significant impact 
on our students and their futures. We are 
forever grateful to HRSA for providing our 
students with this opportunity. The posi- 
tive impact this will have on the commu- 
nity will be felt for years.” 


Disclaimer: This project is/was supported by the Health Resources and Services Adminis- 
tration (HRSA) of the U.S. Department of Health and Human Services (HHS) under award 
number TO8HP30208-01-00 and Scholarships for Disadvantaged Students amount of 
$1,526,000. This information or content and conclusions are those of the author and should 


not be construed as the official position or policy of, nor should any endorsements be in- 


ferred by HRSA, HHS or the U.S. government. 


Eight New STEM Scholarships 


ased on Avila’s proven track record for success in STEM 

(science, technology, engineering and math) education, 
the university has received a new grant from the National 
Science Foundation. This grant allows for eight academically 
competitive STEM scholarships for first year students entering 
fall 2017 and eight more entering fall 2018. The scholarships 
are earmarked for high achieving students who demonstrate 
financial need and are majoring in biology, biochemistry and 
molecular biology, computer science and software engineering. 
Renewable for four years, the typical amount for these 
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students to Avila.” 


vantaged,” Sullivan said. “I am excited 
to be able to bring these new STEM 


competitive scholarships range between $6,000 and $10,000. 
Avila will use this grant to provide more opportunities to 
students who may not have been able to pursue their STEM 
dreams without assistance. Dean of the School of Science and 
Health, Larry Garrison Sullivan, Ph.D., is happy Avila can offer 
these scholarships. “It is fitting that Avila’s mission and values 
are to help talented students who may be economically disad- 


SITE IM 
Guns 


Avila University | Be Inspired. 


Linda Cleveland, Ph.D., joined the 
Avila faculty in 1983 and has inspired 
thousands of students since then. 

Over the last 33 years, Cleveland has 
included her students in her research 
on fungal enzymes and in presenting 
the results of this work at professional 
meetings. She is an active member of 
the American Chemical Society and has 
been president, secretary and alternate 
council of the Kansas City section. Dr. 
Cleveland is an accomplished cellist, 
performing on a regular basis with the 
Medical Arts Symphony, she is also an 
amateur magician using a chemistry 
magic show to motivate young children 
to develop an interest in chemistry. “I 
have felt blessed to teach at Avila; so 
leaving is bittersweet,” said Cleveland. 
“| take with me memories of the many 
wonderful students and colleagues 

| encountered.” 


Robert Foulk, M.F.A., first directed an 
Avila production in 1995 (the first of 


23) and joined the Avila faculty in 1996. 
After a career as a professional theatre 
artist in venues across the country, 
Foulk served as director of performance 
studies and associate professor of 
theatre at Avila. In addition to directing 


Avila.edu 


for the Goppert stage, Foulk taught 


beginning and advanced acting, Shake- 
speare, stage management, theatre 
management and the interdisciplinary 
course, The Language of the Body. “The 
Avila mission statement has driven me 
to be a better professor,” said Foulk, 
“and has inspired my work, especially 
respecting the worth and dignity of 
each human being, which | strive to 
honor and have students work towards 
fulfilling for themselves and others.” 


Doris Frede, MA, CPA, assistant 
professor of business, joined the Avila 


faculty in 1988 teaching accounting in 
the areas of cost, financial and taxation. 
She was director of undergraduate busi- 
ness advising for many years and was 
the university faculty athletic represen- 
tative. Professor Frede is an associate 
of the Sisters of St. Joseph and an Avila 
Medal of Honor recipient. “Over the 
years, | have been very fortunate to 
have met and taught so many won- 
derful, hard-working students. | have 
strived to encourage the students to be 
successful in their academics and pur- 
sue their desired career paths, creating 
memories that | will take with me as | 
leave Avila,” said Frede. 


A Fond 


Farewell 


Avila Says Goodbye 
to Nine Inspiring Leaders 


vila will deeply miss these leaders 

on our campus. To make a gift in 

honor of their retirement, please 
visit www.avila.edu/retiretribute. The 
honorees will be notified of your gift and 
wish of congratulations. /4' 


Left to right, Linda Cleveland, Ph.D., 
Robert Foulk, M.F.A., Doris Frede, MA, CPA. 
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Carol Frevert, RN, BSN, has been a consistent face in health services and a strong advo- 
cate for students and their health since joining Avila in 1981. She has made a number of 
notable contributions, including health insurance for international students, advising the 
PEACH organization (Peers Educating Avila about Counseling and Health) and teaching 
CPR classes. Frevert has been awarded the Avila Medal of Honor, received an Excellence 
in Service to Students Award from the National Society of Leadership and Success and 
continues to share the charism of the Sisters of St. Joseph through her daily interactions. 
“| hope that the students, faculty and staff know and remember that | was an advocate 
for students,” said Frevert, “and that | provided care and compassion in a way that helped 
each person feel valued. | will miss my daily contact with students and my 

co-workers whom | now also call my friends.” 


JoAnn Immele retires after 22 years of service to Avila and was the Avila Medal of 

Honor winner in 2000. She has served not only the Athletic department, but the School 

of Science and Health. Immele coordinated a Girl Scout Badge Program for the School 

of Science & Health called Science in the World, and Sports Sampler for the Athletic 
Department. She fondly remembers the years prior to the O’Rielly Hall renovation, the 
addition of many new sports, the first football game at Rockhurst, individual achievements, 
and national championships. An avid Royals fan, her office proudly displays her home 
away from home: Kauffman Stadium. No doubt there will be many more Royals games 

in her future as she enjoys retirement and the opportunity to spend time with her family. 


S. Jeanne Janssen, CSJ, came to Avila five years ago as a student support specialist. In 
her time on campus, S. Jeanne has taught English, study strategies and composition. She 
also advised international students and helped with Avila’s campus ministry. She found 
Avila and president Ron Slepitza, Ph.D., CSJA, to be very welcoming. “If there was going 
to be a final stop in my professional life, Avila was the ideal place to do it,” S. Jeanne said. 
She plans to still be around campus from time to time, attending special events, visiting 
with donors and participating in the CSJA group. 


Susan Lawlor, M.F.A., associate professor of graphic design, joined the Avila faculty in 
1992 and served as the chair of the department of art and design for 23 years. She was 
a founding member of the campus Environmental Action Committee and was an original 
member of the Women’s Studies Advisory Council. Since stepping down as department 
chair, she has been the director of the Thornhill Gallery in addition to teaching graphic 
design courses. Lawlor has participated in juried exhibitions and has work in the perma- 
nent collection of the Friends of Chamber Music and the Belger Arts Center. “I’m so 
grateful that | was able to work for 25 years at a job I’ve loved, with colleagues | respect. 
I think back on the students, and what a pleasure it was to watch them grow and succeed. 
Looking back, I’m very proud — proud of Avila, the alumni and the work we do here in 
VisCom. It’s been a wonderful ride,” said Lawlor. 


Top to bottom, Carol Frevert, RN, BSN, JoAnn Immele, S. Jeanne Janssen CSJ, Susan Lawlor, M.F.A. 
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Ron McCleary came to Avila in 2002 as 
the computer science program was being 
redesigned and he was able to implement 
newer and more relevant courses at that 
time. McCleary taught upper division 
computer science classes and a mathemat- 
ics class. He helped to create the software 
engineering and healthcare informatics 
majors. McCleary served on both the 
Faculty Assembly committee and the 
Student Scholar Day committees, and for 
eight years, served as the Student Scholar 


Day master-of-ceremonies. He is a member 


of the regional organization for university 
computer science faculty (CCSC-CP) where 
he has served as chairman of Panels, Work- 


shops and Tutorials. 


David Wissmann, Ph.D., was twice named 
Avila professor of the year. He served as 
the director of both Avila’s Weekend Col- 
lege and Continuing Education and also 
chaired the department of law and justice 
studies. The author of a variety of articles 
and two books, Wissmann has presented at 
numerous conferences about his research 
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Left to right, Ron McCleary, 
David Wissmann, Ph.D. 


in medical sociology, institutional effective- 
ness and assessment of student learning. 
In addition to leading students in the 
classroom, Wissmann has contributed in 
a number of ways to the Higher Learning 
Commission (an independent corporation 
which accredits degree-granting post- 
secondary institutions). “When | arrived 
at Avila in 1979, | never thought | would 
spend my career at just one university. 
What | found was a place with great bal- 
ance between my professional life and my 


family life,” said Wissmann. 


New Creative Spaces 


Visual Arts and Communications 
students are now able to utilize 51 new 
iMac computers in the newly designed 


Creative Commons inside Dallavis Hall. 


Avila.edu 
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FEATURE slORY. 


Above: Deonna Bouye performing at 
the Guthrie Theatre, Below: Maureen 
(Ward) Rejali second from left, front 
row in an Avila production of From 
Lincoln Center to Broadway. 


Inspired 


Beginnings 


Goppert Theatre 


ou never forget the stage you 
grew up on. This is the stage 
where you honed your craft, 
earned your marks and brought 
the house down. This is where it all began. 

Over the past 43 years the Goppert 
Theatre stage has been hallowed ground 
for the performing arts. Hundreds of 
musicians, producers, directors, designers, 
technicians and actors have discovered 
their passions and refined their craft 
on the Goppert stage. As the Goppert 
Theatre prepares for its first major over- 
haul since being erected in 1974, actors 
Walter Brandes ’92, Deonna Bouye ’06 
and theatre producer and radio personal- 
ity Maureen (Ward) Rejali speak on their 
Goppert experience and its 
impact on their careers. 

Walter Brandes has played a host of 
characters, including a recurring role on 
the Netflix series “Daredevil.” An Avila 
graduate with a theatre degree anda 
passion for theatre and film, Brandes is a 


Avila.edu 


working actor in New York and in regional 
theatre and film projects. Brandes is also a 
playwright with four plays being produced 
in New York. “Avila put me on stage right 
away and gave me the permission to fail, 
to be the one on stage learning my craft,” 
said Brandes. 

A transfer student to Avila, Brandes 
remembers the transition being just what 
he needed to grow as an actor. “I quickly 
realized at my first school that | did not 
come to college to watch others act. | 
wanted to do it,” Brandes said. The Gop- 
pert Theatre gave Brandes his stage. 

“| remember my professors, like Dr. 
Charlene Gould (dean of the College of 
Liberal Arts and Social Sciences) believ- 
ing in me and giving me the confidence 
to go after this profession,” said Brandes. 
“The professors were so passionate about 
the theatre world and the acting profes- 
sion and that translated to the students. 
| have that same passion today. Avila was 
definitely the right decision for me.” 


Left: Walter Brandes in an Avila 


production of Othello, Right: Maureen 
(Ward) Rejali with colleagues from 
Sunday Show Tunes 


Deonna Bouye is another Avila 
graduate who is applying her talents 
as a working actor in New York. Bouye 
found that she could play a pivotal role 
in bringing diversity to the theatre and to 
the Avila community. “I think | was the 
only actor of color during my time in the 
theatre department,” Bouye said. “Plus, 
Avila showed me that | loved acting. It is 
because of that early Avila training that 
| am a working actor today.” 

Actively involved across campus and in 
the classroom, Bouye was the 2006 recipi- 
ent of Avila’s highest undergraduate honor, 
the Jeanne Collins Thompson Ariston 
Award. “Robert Foulk, (director 
of performance studies), Charlene Gould 
and Jason Harris, (director of theatre 
design and technology) were wonderful 
instructors. They focused on helping us to 
be the best theatre artists we could be,” 
Bouye said. 

Since graduating from Avila and 
completing her M.F.A. at the University of 
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FEATURE STORY 


lowa, she has performed a wide variety of roles for the Kennedy 
Center, Actor’s Theatre of Louisville, the Humana Festival, the 


Emerita of Music S. Mary De la Salle McKeon, Dan Larson (former 
music professor) and Charlene Gould. “The Avila theatre faculty 


Eugene O’Neill Center in Connecticut, the Guthrie Theatre and made sure | had a safe place to develop. | owe everything to 


Arts Nova. Avila,” she said. 
Maureen (Ward) Rejali is another talent who found her “Now, all these years later, | have this wonderful radio 
voice on the Goppert Stage. “Avila was my theatre cocoon when program, | live a fascinating life in the U.K., I’ve produced theatre 
| was younger,” Rejali said. “It gave me the chance to be the productions like Cabaret,’ ‘The Fantasticks’ and ‘Sunday in the 
artist | needed to be. Avila encompassed everything | loved Park with George’ in various places around the world and | get 
about musical theatre.” to work with some of the greatest names in the musical theatre. 
Rejali has produced theatre productions in Washington, D.C., | just love it,” Rejali said. 
New York and London, including a production of “Promises, All three alumni, like Avila’s current theatre and music 
Promises” this past January at the Southwark Theatre. Rejali students, are eagerly anticipating the expansion of the Goppert 
also produces “Sunday Show Tunes,” an independent radio Theatre into the Goppert Performing Arts Center. Facing Wornall 
show devoted exclusively to musical theatre based in the United Road the center will be a new focal point for the campus. With 
Kingdom. The weekly program features actors, directors and a black-box performance space, scene shop, choir room and 
producers from New York and the West End in London and has additional rehearsal areas, the new Goppert Performing Arts 
more than 250,000 listeners every Sunday. Center promises to inspire even more arts careers to even 


During her time at Avila, Rejali recalls studying with Professor greater heights. /) 


H elp build the Goppert Performing Arts 


tion Challenge Grant! 


Center and meet the Mabee Founda- 


tion 


he, 


Be the inspira 


Ti 
Avila students are well prepared for a 


career in the arts — 88% of theatre students 
and 100% of theatre design and technical 
students secure a job in the theatre or go 
on to graduate school after graduation. But 
we can do even more, for more students. 
By supporting the Goppert Performing Arts 
Center, you'll be helping the university 
expand quality academic spaces and serve 
students all across campus. 

Join Avila alumni and friends who have 
already contributed $5.3 million toward the 
$6.2 million project goal. Your contribution 
now helps us meet the October deadline 
for a $750,00 challenge grant that has 
been issued by The J.E. and L.E. Mabee 
Foundation. 

Please call 816.501.3602 to contribute. 
Or visit avila.edu/donate to support and 
help us raise the curtain on the Goppert 
Performing Arts Center. 
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TRANSFORMATIONAL LEARNING 


First Year 
Student 
Reflections 


Ts First Year Experience at Avila is centered around a common reading program where first- 


year and transfer students come together to examine the themes the book presents. Last 
fall, the selected book was Carolyn Maull McKinstry’s “While the World Watched: A Birmingham 
Bombing Survivor Comes of Age During the Civil Rights Movement.” 


At the end of the semester, the students shared their experiences through their choice of ex- 
pression. These student reflections were published in a collection, “Helping the Dear Neighbor: 
Student Reflections”. 


Avila’s first year experience also includes the Harry S. Truman Distinguished Lecture Series, 
where author McKinstry visited campus, interacted with students and spoke to the greater com- 
munity in Goppert Theatre. 


HAZEM: “This experience has impacted my thinking of forgiveness... there is no need to hold 
grudges. We are all the same,” said first-year student HazemTariq. 


RILEY: “I realized how much this whole experience has impacted me,” said first-year student Riley 
Maulsby. “I will be more consciously aware of my actions.” 


HEATHER: “I saw similarities among differences,” first-year student Heather Timmons said. 
“| learned to treat others how | desire to be treated.” 


JESSI: “The love and acceptance we have learned to display in the first year experience directly 
relates to the values Avila University is built upon,” said first year student Jessi Bradley.” (\ 


2017 Harry S. Truman Distinguished 
Lecture Series: October 18, 2017 
“The Distance Between Us” by Reyna Grande 


lis 2017 common reading is another timely selection. In “The Distance Between Us,” 


Reyna Grande writes about her rocky early years in a “compelling... unvarnished, 
resonant” (Book Page) story of a childhood spent torn between two parents and two coun- 


tries, the pursuit of the American dream and her journey to “El Otro Lado” (the other side). 


Grande will meet with students and share her story as the Truman Distinguished Lecturer. 


a 
7 Pek 


PREYNA GRANDE 


Reeeiinies ke oD dogs ¢ Meal es, 


= 


| 
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n 2013, Avila senior Franco Argumedo 

turned a faculty-led travel course that 

studied 30 years of genocide and vio- 

lence on the Mayan populations across 

Guatemala into a multi-year humanitar- 
ian mission. “I once thought | could change 
the world,” said Argumedo. “Instead the 
world changed me.” 

A former U.S. Navy corpsman, Ar- 
gumedo has now traveled to Guatemala 
eight times. Each trip he brings with him 
the values he found at Avila to those less 
fortunate who are caught in a culture of 
violence and pain. 

“| saw the people who get caught in 
between. My mindset, as a military man, 
had always been good guys versus bad 
guys — us against them,” Argumedo said. 
“But when | came home after that first trip 
| realized there were innocent people who 
never ask for the situation that violence 
puts them in.” 
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~ Project HELLO Serves the 
Dear Neighbor in Guatemala 


From Argumedo’s first trip, it was 
apparent that he couldn’t change what 
had happened in those villages, but he 
witnessed the positive impact helping 
one person at a time could make. Project 
HELLO (Humanitarian Efforts Lifting the 
Lives of Others) was started by Argumedo 
to involve more people in his humanitar- 
ian mission and serve more families in the 
small, rural villages of Guatemala. “I now 
have a team of people who travel with 
me; some of them are also Avila students,” 
Argumedo said. 

Project HELLO members raise funds, 
with 100% of donations going toward their 
project work, and each member pays for 
their own travel expenses. On site, Project 
HELLO builds concrete floors for dirt floor 
huts, installs properly ventilated cook 
stoves, repairs and replaces roofs and 
builds wash stations and latrines. 


“We are so impressed by the people and 
children in these villages. Together we 
are making a difference for the people of 
Guatemala,” said Argumedo. You 

can read more about Project HELLO at 
www.projecthello.club. 


Project HELLO members empower 


impoverished communities in and 
around Sibinal, Guatemala. 
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Challenging 
Stereotypes 


ast October, 16 Avila students had the 
oe to travel to Cuba as part 
of a university interdisciplinary stud- 
ies course. The trip was led by assistant 
professor of education, Wendy Donnell, 
Ph.D., along with the Dean of the School 
of Visual and Communication Arts, Nicole 
Esquibel, MFA. 

“The students’ perspectives on Cuba 
were broadened and many of the ste- 
reotypes that we have about the Cuban 
people and culture were challenged,” 
said Esquibel. For eight days, the students 
were able to examine the values, be- 
liefs and attitudes of diverse identifiable 
groups while touring the country. They 
studied the cultural power structure of 
majorities, minorities, subcultures and 
co-cultures and the role of and rights to 
education in those groups. “Cuba offers 
a unique cultural experience and their 


education and literacy program is valued 
worldwide,” Esquibel said. 

“Cuba was an incredible experience 
that taught me so much about culture and 
relationships,” said senior psychology ma- 
jor Violetta Hamilton. “I enjoyed visiting 
Trinidad because | had the opportunity to 
stay in someone’s home for a few days, 
which allowed me to use the Spanish that 
| have been learning.” 

The group also had time to explore 
art exhibits, museums, visit the National 
Arts School, engage with union artists, 
young emerging artists and receive a tour 
of University of Havana. 

“The trip gave me this longing for 
more intercultural interaction and travel- 
ing. Avila made it possible for me to 
expand my education and also gave me a 
chance to learn more about myself while 
in Cuba,” Hamilton said. /) 


As part of the Interdisciplinary Studies course, “Intercultural Communication and 
Education: Cuba,” Avila students engaged with their student counterparts while visiting 
Havana, Cienfuegos, Trinidad and the beaches of Playa Anacon. 


Alumni Trip to Cuba October 14-21, 2017 


Contact Bailey Carr, director of alumni relations for more information. 
bailey.carr@avila.edu ¢ 816.501.3780 


GLOBAL COMMUNITY 


Alumni Explore 
India Through the 
Student Lens 


o showcase the learning experienc- 


es Avila students typically discover 

in the university’s unique interdis- 
ciplinary travel courses, 15 Avila alumni, 
faculty and friends recently traveled to 
India. The 10-day trip was led by associate 
professor of social work, Francis Origanti, 
Ph.D., and assistant professor of English, 
Kelly Minerva, Ph.D. 

“The trip provided an opportunity 
for alumni to engage in a cross cultural 
exploration of India from a human rights 
perspective through a student lens,” 
Origanti said. 

Traveling to New Delhi, the group 
went to the Taj Mahal, visited various 
humanitarian organizations, learned from 
social workers and participated in reflec- 
tion sessions that helped the participants 
understand India’s social problems and 
the solutions these agencies offer. It was 
a unique, firsthand experience that is 
available to Avila students through travel 
courses, but one that most tourists never 
get to witness. 

Jennifer Lindsey, ’10, ’15, said that 
the trip far surpassed her expectations. 
“There were three things | was hoping to 
gain from my trip to India; knowledge, a 
new perspective and appreciation. | left 
with so much more.” fA) 


AND SERVICE 


Bearing Witness 


Preserving Alumnae and Sisters of Civil Rights Legacy 


hanks to its sponsorship by the Sisters of St. Joseph of Carondelet, Avila University has 
i ee the licensing rights, archival materials and footage from the making of the 
Public Broadcasting Service documentary, “Sisters of Selma: Bearing Witness for Change.” 
The film depicts the involvement of the Catholic sisters who marched, including three CSJs 
and Avila alumnae; S. Rosemary Flanigan, ’47, 15, Ph.D., S. Barbara Moore, ’62, ’15, Ph.D. 
and S. Roberta Schmidt, ’49, 15. 

“Three CSJs are prominently featured in the documentary and all three have ties to 
“The civil rig hts Kansas City, Avila or both,” said Carol Coburn, Ph.D., professor of religious studies and the 


director of the CSJ Center for Heritage, Spirituality and Service. “They participated in one 
story has been told 


of the most powerful and significant events of the civil rights movement - and this is a 
from many diffe rent major documentary of that seminal event.” 
“Sisters of Selma” was produced, directed and edited by Jayasri Mayumdar Hart who 
pe rs pectives, ‘Siste rs of has now generously donated the materials to Avila. “The civil rights story has been told 
Selma’ tells it from the from may different pelepeeies Nee said. ais of Selma’ els it from we nuns’ 
perspective.” The documentary’s digitized materials are now archived and available to 
nu ns’ pers pective.” researchers in the Martha Smith Archives and Research Center in the Hooley Bundschu 
: Library and Learning Commons at Avila University. 
= ayasrl M ayu mda rH art Support from the Sisters of St. Joseph of Carondelet and the U.S. Federation of the 
Sisters of St. Joseph allowed Avila to expand its archives and upgrade to a temperature- 
controlled facility, a requirement for obtaining the rights to the film. Hart said all the 
materials and footage are on DVDs and the upgraded facility will preserve them for 
many years. 
“It is part of our legacy as an institution and one of many gifts of the Sisters of St. 
Joseph to the university and the nation at large,” said Coburn. 


or the past 18 years Avila students have spent 
R eC [ eC S ae R eC N) eC \W Five. spring breaks immersed in serving the 
dear neighbor in the rural coal mining areas 
of West Virginia. This year a group of 14 Avila 


students traveled to two farm communities: 
Nazareth Farm and Bethlehem Farm. 


“We were just there to do the various work 
assignments, or so we thought,” said service 
ministry student Grace Tibbets. 


At both farms students spent the week 
in service building porches, repairing walls 
and serving the community food pantry. They 
truly came together in service as the students 


challenged and supported one another to live 
a gospel-based lifestyle. “By the end of the week, 


“There are two things | find most difficult when going to the farms each year,” said 
Dave Armstrong, director of university mission and ministry, “The first is getting the 
students into the van to go. The second is getting them into the van to come home.” time well spent, very fulfulling,” Tibbets said. / 


| felt so refreshed and renewed in my faith. It was 


FUTURE HEALTH CARE LEADERS 


Leading the 
Way With 
New Major 


Health Care Communication Major Degree 
Addresses Industry Challenges 


significant obstacle for health 

care professionals today is their 

ability to employ mass com- 
munication and social media in order to 
engage the public to embrace healthy 
lifestyles. Companies are looking to 
dedicated health care communication 
specialists to address this challenge. 
Beginning in fall 2017, Avila will offer 
health care communication as a Bach- 
elor of Arts degree through the School 
of Visual and Communication Arts. 

“Health care communication careers 
are growing exponentially across the 
United States and our health care com- 
munication program is designed for 
those students who want to work ina 
health-relevant field, but direct patient 
care is not where they want to be,” said 
Nicole Esquibel, MFA, assistant profes- 
sor and dean of the School of Visual and 
Communication Arts. 
Jobs that require health communi- 

cation skills in both the nonprofit and 


Avila.edu 


for-profit worlds are on the rise. The 
program will offer hands-on, real world 
experience and include internships 

and a senior seminar. Graduates will 

be prepared to enter the health care 
workforce and develop health communi- 
cation campaigns. 

As national health care systems 
become increasingly complex, their suc- 
cess largely depends on effective com- 
munication. Avila University’s degree in 
health care communication will expand 
students’ understanding of health-relat- 
ed issues so they can make an impact in 
an office, hospital, clinic or other health 
care settings. 

“The Avila program will equip 
students with the tools necessary to 
design, produce, analyze and evaluate 
media products, strategies, procedures 
and content delivery for individuals, 


organizations and corporations in the 


health-related industry,” said Esquibel. & 


If you know someone 
interested in health care 


communications, scholarships 


are available, including 


a number of Legacy Scholar- 
ships for alumni dependents. 
Contact Nicole.Esquibel@ 
avila.edu for more informa- 
tion on communication 


scholarship opportunities. 
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FACULTY ACCOMPLISHMENTS 


Faculty Accomplishments 


Regina Staves, Ph.D., associate professor 
of psychology, is now Stewards of Children’s 
facilitator for the Darkness to Light program, 
which is a sexual abuse awareness and pre- 
vention program. She has also been certified 
as a Compassion Fatigue Professional. 


Amity Bryson, Ph.D., chair of the music 
department, and the University Singers par- 
ticipated in the Hilton Head Choral Festival. 


Kelly Watson, Ph.D., assistant professor 
of history, will have her book “Insatiable Ap- 
petites: Imperial Encounters with Cannibals 
in the North American World” published 
in paperback. 


Judy Gibbs, J.D., associate professor of 


business, chairs the Kansas City regional elder 


abuse task force and has presented on pros- 
ecuting elder abuse cases and community 
collaboration on elder abuse. 


Brad Poos, Ph.D., assistant professor of 
education, has published two articles in the 
American Educational History Journal: “En 
Garde: Fencing in Kansas City’s Urban Core, 
1991-1995” and “When All Faith Was Lost: 
The Race Riot of 1968 and the Kansas City, 
Missouri School District.” 


Robert Powell, Ph.D., professor of biology, 
was the keynote speaker for the International 


Reptile Conservation Foundation’s herpetol- 
ogy conference at the Florida Museum of 
National History. 


Nilufer Guler, Ph.D., assistant professor 
of education, has been selected to the 
editorial board of TESOL International 
Association Journal. 


Francis Origanti, Ph.D., chair and associ- 
ate professor of social work, co-sponsored 
the Social Policy Forum: Sustainability of a 
Trauma-Informed Movement. 
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Stanley Banks, M.A., artist in residence 
at Avila University had several of his poems 
published in three anthologies: “Poor Yorick’s 
Almanac Anthology,” “The Kansas City Anthol- 
ogy” and “New Letters Magazine.” 


Sue Ellen McCalley, Ph.D., professor of 
education and psychology, conducted profes- 
sional development presentations on “Learn- 


ing Theory and the Brain.” 


Left to right, top to bottom: Regina Staves, Ph.D., 


Amity Bryson, Ph.D., Kelly Watson, Ph.D., Judy 
Gibbs, J.D., Brad Poos, Ph.D., Robert Powell, 
Ph.D., Nilufer Guler, Ph.D., Francis Origanti, Ph.D., 
Stanley Banks, M.A., Sue Ellen McCalley, Ph.D. 


Voices 


Avila’s Social Network 


“Congrats to all the 
Honor students at Avila. 
So deserving.” 

Mia Rosinski, Facebook 


“Two organizations 
receiving most of my 
attention right now, 
working together! 

| love this. Thanks, Avila 
volunteers, for supporting 
Community LINC! 

Lisa Davis, LinkedIn 


“Nurse Carol, you served 
at our very first midnight 
breakfast...you are going 
to be missed!” 

Carolyn Martin ’85, 
Facebook 


“Late Night Breakfast: 
THE best part of finals.” 
Joy David, Facebook 


“1am a fan of Avila Alumni 
Association and a fan of 
candidates from their 
curriculums and university. 
They have a rare and unique 
ability to attract quality 
organic talent that ulti- 
mately results in uniquely 
qualified candidates in the 
IT space.” 

Chris Schibi, Linkedin 


“Stan Banks, the best 
professor.” 
Saeed Ghasib, Facebook 
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CREATIVE ARTS 


enior Grabs 
Creative Awards 


Avila Student Wins Multiple International Awards 


anae Ishikawa, a 2017 gradu- 

ate communication major, won 

the 2016 gold MarCom Award 

for two separate projects in 
the media kit and pro bono categories. 
She also won the Gold Hermes Creative 
Award for her project Veteran’s Voices 
and an Honorable Mention for her 
Conversation Café Project. 

“lam so proud of Hanae,” said her 
instructor in promotional writing and 
AD/PR practicum, Linda Strelluf, M.A. 
“Hanae is an international student and 
English is her second language, but that 
has not slowed her down. She is smart, 
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creative and hard working. | know she 
has a bright future and | am happy | got 
to work with her at Avila.” 

The MarCom Awards are one of 
the oldest, largest and most prestigious 
creative competitions in the world, 
recognizing outstanding achievement 
by professionals. Entries come from 
corporate marketing and communica- 
tion departments, advertising agencies, 
public relations firms and many other 
companies and nonprofits. This year 
there were 6,500 entries from the United 


States, Canada and 17 other countries. 


The Hermes Creative Awards is an 


at 


international competition for creative 
professionals involved in the concept, 
writing and design of traditional materi- 
als and programs, and emerging technol- 
ogies. Entries come from corporate mar- 
keting and communication departments, 
advertising agencies, PR firms, graphic 
design shops, production companies, 
web and digital creators and freelancers. 
Both the MarCom and Hermes 
awards are sponsored and judged by 
members of the Association of Marketing 


and Communications Professionals. 
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CAMPUS LIFE 


Events that 
Inspire 
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The Avila community 
is enjoying a new art 
@ installation by renowned ur- 
ban artist Sike adorning the walls 
surrounding Marian Center. 


2. Joe Roberts, Ph.D., and Nurse Carol 
Frevert show off their waffle mak- 
ing skills at Late Night Breakfast. 


3. Students line up for Nurse Carol’s 
traditional Gatorade ring toss at the 
Student Appreciation Carnival. 


4. More than 200 students, faculty, 
staff and alumni gather for Avila Dear 
Neighbor Day to serve the community. 


5. Student scholars Jessica Lewis 

and Ezekiel Bocklage receive post per- 
formance feedback from Professor Ron 
McCleary at Student Scholar Day 


6. Michelle Pace is named the winner 
of the Jeanne Collins Thompson Ariston 
Award at the 2017 Honors Ceremony. 


7. Choral and instrumental 
musicians perform the Vivaldi 
Gloria on the Goppert stage. 
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vila continued the tradition of 

spending a morning in service 

to the community during the 
fourth annual Dear Neighbor Day on 
April 8. As part of the 140,000 hours of 
community service and service learn- 
ing hours given by Avila’s students each 
year, students, faculty, staff members, 
alumni and friends of the university 
answered the call and volunteered. This 
year Dear Neighbor Day served 23 non- 
profit organizations across Kansas City, 
including Boys Hope Girls Hope, Kansas 
City Hospice, St. James Parish, Don Bos- 
co Senior Center and Hope Faith Minis- 
tries. The day is another example of why 
the university has made the President’s 
Higher Education Community Service 
Honor Roll every year since 2008. 


“It was a rewarding experience be- 
ing able to involve myself in the com- 
munity in such a physically interactive 
way,” said first-year student Lauren 
Moose. “Not only was it a good time 
spent with fellow Avila students, it 
was edifying to see the direct im- 
pact we could have when we put 
forth a little time and effort, even if 
my socks did get a tad bit wet.” 
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EAGLES ATHLEFM@S 


+ 


n January, the Avila dance and cheer teams both earned national honors at the United 
Cheerleading Association (UCA) National Championships in Orlando, Florida. The cheer 
team brought home their third consecutive top three finish, while the Glitter Girls danced 
into the top 10 in both open jazz and open hip hop categories. 
“Our motto this whole season has been ‘one heart, one team, and I’m just so happy | had 
such a great group of girls to lean on in the finals,” said senior Mackenzie Sinclair. 
Both the cheer and dance squads dedicated their performances to extended team 
family members who were facing their own personal challenges. The cheer team dedi- 
cated their season to the husband of assistant coach Ashlee Williams, after learning 
that he was in need of a second heart transplant. The dance team went to nationals 
without their head coach, Cindy Freeman, who stayed in Kansas City to be with 
her husband who had emergency open-heart surgery right before nationals. 
“It was nerve-racking to have to stay home without the team, but | knew 
they were in great hands with coaches Keiana Moyer and Mandy Honeyc- 
utt,’” Freeman said. “I’m extremely proud of how well my team handled the 
whole situation.” 
“Our coaches tell us from day one that we must be a family 
in order to be great, and we have really taken that to heart,” Sinclair 
said. “We add new members every year, but they learn quickly that 


One Heart, O 


we are a family, and nothing can come between us.” /4\ 
Check out your Eagles on Avila’s Athletic 
website at AVILAATHLETICS.COM 
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Eagles Welcome Four New Coaches 


J oining the Eagles as head coaches are 


football coach Eric Hicks, track and field 
coach Je’Kel Smith, women’s basketball 
coach Torie Murillo, ’14 and men’s basket- 
ball coach Bill Sloan. 

Eric Hicks, who spent the 2016-2017 
season as the defensive line coach for the 
Eagles, has been named the new head 
coach of the Avila football program. Hicks 
replaces Justin Berna, who resigned in April 
to take the head coaching position at his 
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alma mater, West Hills College in 
Coalinga, California. 

“It is an honor to be added to the 
tradition of a university that has stood the 
test of time, and to get the opportunity to 
lead this football program,” Hicks said. “I 
believe this program has the potential to 
grow into one of the strongest in the area, 
and I’m just excited to get things going.” 

Je’Kel Smith joined the Avila coaching 
staff as a graduate assistant in 2015 work- 


ing with the cross-country and track teams. 


“lam very excited and blessed to have re- 
ceived this opportunity to become a head 
coach at Avila,” Smith said. Taking over a 
track program in its third season, Smith 
has already produced a national qualifier; 
freshman Jeremi Barnes, who finished 
ninth in the nation in the triple jump. 

Bill Sloan is a lifelong resident of Kan- 
sas City and spent the last two seasons as 
an Avila assistant basketball coach. “Coach 


Sloan is a big reason why many of our 
current players are in an Avila uniform,” 
said Athletic Director Cristina Cowan ’10, 
15. “He understands what it is going to 
take to continue the program on the path 
to consistent success.” 

“| have been involved with the game 
of basketball for a long time and words 
cannot express my excitement to be here 
at Avila,” Sloan said. “I am just enjoying 
getting to coach these players.” 

Torie Murillo ‘14, spent the past 
three seasons as an assistant for the Avila 
women’s basketball team. She played for 
the Eagles from 2008-12, and was one of 
the best defenders in the nation, earning 
Heart Defensive Player of the Year honors 
in both her junior and senior seasons. 
“Moving from my role as an assistant up to 
a head coach, the most important thing for 
me to do is earn the respect and trust of 
my players from day one,” Murillo said. 
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A Chairs 
Event Chairs Ann and DJ O’Hare with Honorary Chairs Bob and Michelle Hunter 


Master of 
Ceremonies > 
Steven Albritton 
from KMBC 
Channel 9 


Jean 76 and Bill a = 


Buchanan enjoy 
the socialhour> jim =i 


Avila University 41st annual 


teer Dinner 


Cp Kaction 


or the third year in a row, Avila University raised more 

than $1 million for student scholarships at the Steer 

Dinner & Auction. More than 650 guests and student 
volunteers attended the 41st annual Steer Dinner & Auction 
on February 18, 2017, at the Kansas City Marriott Downtown 
in the Muehlebach Tower. This year’s Steer Dinner was led by 
Honorary Chairs Robert and Michelle Hunter, and Event Chairs 
DJ and Ann O’Hare. Guests dined on a gourmet steak and 
seafood dinner and participated in a silent and live auction, 
as well as an after party with live music, dancing and a photo 
booth in the Old Muehlebach Hotel Lobby. S. Olive Louise 
Dallavis, CSJ, founder of the Steer Dinner and president 
emerita, was remembered and recognized. Avila scholarship 
recipient and featured student speaker, Lexie Mester, shared 
her Avila experience, and a video by Sistine Films was shown. 
Steven Albritton from KMBC Channel 9 was the master of 
ceremonies, and he teamed up with the Nigro Brothers for the 


live auction. View more Steer photos at www.avila.edu/steer. 


PN AVILA UNIVERSITY 


Y President Ron Slepitza with Jeanne Olofson ’92, 94, 11, Belinda Troxler ’88, 
Robert Crow and Suzanne Slepitza 


< Student Speaker 
Lexie Mester, junior scholarship recipient, 
shared her Avila experience with guests. 


VY Jimmy and Louise Clossick with 
Bishop James V. Johnston, Jr., D.D., J.C.L., 
and Jeremy Lillig ’03 


A Alvin Brooks with Allison McDonald 


¥V A future Avila Eagle bids on a live auction item. 


A Marilyn and Ken Hager, Chairman of 
the Board of Trustees 


A Martha ’66 and Rodd Staker A Ron and Allison ’05 (MacLean) Lawrence, silent 
auction co-chair, with her mother, fellow co-chair, 


A Kent Boehm, Sue and Joe Fahey and Suzanne Slepitza with 
Karen MacLean 


Ana Valdez ’96 


< After Party 

Katie Santoro, 

Angela Hattaway, 
Karen Moore, Amy 
Young ’00 and Jessica 
Morrow on the dance 
floor at the after party. 


A Lester Ham and Sara Murphy with Geri and David ’76 Frantze 


ALUMNI NEWS AND EVENTS 


A Dallas Reception 

Alumni in the Dallas area gathered in the home of John and Michele ’81 Stephens. 
Pictured (L to R): Michael Frick, Karyl Frick ’70, John Stephens, President Ron Slepitza, 
Ph.D., CSJA, Michele Stephens ’81, Jean Buchanan ’76 and Bill Buchanan. If you would 
like to host an alumni reception in your area, contact the Office of Alumni Relations at Basketball Reunion 


816.501.3780 or alumni@avila.edu. 
In January, alumni from the 


men’s and women’s basketball 
teams returned to campus for the 
annual basketball reunion. Nicole 
Williamson ’07 performed the 
national anthem before the games 
and Hall of Fame member, Kari 
(Donnell) Clevenger ’00, ’06 was 
recognized during halftime of the 


women’s game. Alumni brought 


their families and reminisced 


with former teammates and 


A Wine 101 fellow alumni. & 


S. Laverne Aufmuth, CSJ, Dave Armstrong and Jennifer Lindsey ’10, ’15 enjoying their 
wine at the 3rd annual Wine 101 in December. This event, sponsored by Isaiah Hultman 
’99 and Dan Daily ’83 of Glazer’s, is an opportunity for alumni and friends to learn about 


wine and enjoy time together during the holiday season. ABOVE: Back row (L to R) 
Amy (Hamm) Schleicher ’97, 


Kari (Donnell) Clevenger ’00, ’06 
and Sherri Miller ’99 


LEFT: (L to R): 

Natalie Bristow 714, 

Banen (Chaney) Royer ’10, 

Dacia Whalon Ayers ’10, 

Amanda (Thompson) DuMers ’08, 
LeAnne (Coit) Little ’09 


A Cheer & Dance Reunion and National Send-Off 
Alumni from the cheer and dance teams returned to campus in January for the an- 


nual cheer and dance reunion. The current teams performed their national routines, 


and a reception was held afterwards for alumni to reconnect and meet current danc- 
ers and cheerleaders. 
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CEASS N@OMES 


’"A7 S. ROSEMARY FLANIGAN, CSJ, PH.D. was 


inducted into the Starr Women’s Hall of Fame at 


the University of Missouri - Kansas City in March. Members of 


the Hall of Fame are both historical and contemporary women 


who have made a significant impact on Kansas City and beyond. 


5 see (KOPP) COPPINGER 
served on the 2017 Steer 


Dinner and Auction Committee. 


"5 eae (HAFNER) COURVILLE 
served on the 2017 Steer 


Dinner and Auction Committee. 


3 GUEN CHAPPELLE, after 

6 (ee from Avila, studied 
and graduated from the Middlebury 
Institute of International Studies at 
Monterey majoring in Spanish and civi- 
lization studies. She worked in various 
capacities in education and languages 
before her retirement. Guen continues 
to be committed to her education and 
learns something new every day. She 
lives in National City, California. 


6 630.7 TROTTER served on the 
2017 Steer Dinner and 
Auction Committee. 
6 oes JEAN DEFEO served on 
the 2017 Steer Dinner and 


Auction Committee. 


9 7 >. women from the class of 
1972 reconnected in St. Louis 


in November. Pictured: Marty (Rupp) 


Venvertloh, Teddy (Failoni) Garagiola, 
Helen (Davies) Swetala, Ann (Ott) 
Ventrillo, Peggy (Peet) Hawkey and 
Nancy (Halloran) Tumbrink. 
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y) 2? DR. KATHY WHITED, former 
oy Associate Professor of Educa- 
tion and Chair of Avila’s Education and 

Psychology Department (1979 - 1987) 
retired from the University of Missouri - 


Kansas City in July, 2015. 


y) MARK BRENNAMAN joined 
7 Sin Peace Corps along with 
his wife Dr. Laura Brennaman after 
38 years working in the accounting 
field. The couple is serving in Mbarara, 
Uganda. Laura is teaching students who 
are working on their Master’s degree in 
critical care nursing at Mbarara Univer- 
sity of Science and Technology. Mark is 
working with Mbarara General Hospital 
creating a model for reporting statisti- 
cal data on cancer cases and providing 
statistical analysis in conjunction with 
a grant given for screening women for 
cervical cancer. 


9 7. Ox. (HAGERMAN) KING 
WILLCOX, PH.D., was married 
to Jim Willcox on October 8, 2016. Sue 


is serving as the interim academic vice 
president at Avila University. 


y) 8 Or’ LEEN LESAGE served on 
the 2017 Steer Dinner and 

Auction Committee. 

y) 8 Dias JULIAN served on the 
2017 Steer Dinner and 

Auction Committee. 

’8 Deine OJILE served on 
the 2017 Steer Dinner and 


Auction Committee. 


) 8 a LEHMAN recently 
moved back to the Kansas City 


area and now works as executive vice 
president and chief information officer 
for Fike Corporation. 


9 MARY (FRASHER) CUMMINGS, 

8 7 gifted program teacher at 
Belton High School, was a finalist for 
the Teachers Who Inspire contest with 
KMBC Channel 9 news. 


7 KAREN (SAAR) GARRISON 

8 jg the Presidential Vol- 
unteer Service Award - Silver Level. This 
award is given to those that volunteer 
between 250 and 499 hours in one year. 
Karen was presented her award by the 
30th Secretary of Agriculture Tom Vil- 
sack in a ceremony in Kansas City in Oc- 
tober 2016. Karen volunteers with Can- 
tata Adult Life Services in Brookfield, 
Illinois. She has served as the president 
of the board of directors for 10 years, 
and has been involved with the organi- 
zation since the year after she graduated 
from college. The organization provides 
services for seniors on their campus, as 
well as in the community. 


’8 hs ae TROXLER served on 
the 2017 Steer Dinner and 
Auction Committee. 


9 1 DEREK MOORHEAD is currently 
serving as mayor pro tem for 
the City of Raymore, Missouri. 


) 1 CATINA TAYLOR recently 

9 founded DREAMS KC. This 
organization works with students to 
reengage in the educational process to 
increase academic achievement. Catina 


is also the co-founder of V-Form Alli- 
ance. V-Form Alliance is an alliance of 
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’0 O.. BAILEY (UMSTATTD) CARR and husband, Andy, 
welcomed their second son on November 22, 2016. 


Braxton Charles, weighing seven pounds, six ounces, joins big 


brother, Abram. 


nonprofits and small business owners 
in Kansas City who take on projects 

to make a positive impact for marginal- 
ized communities using technology, 
education and collaboration within 
various industries. 


y) ’99 TAMELA HANDIE was pro- 

9 ae to senior organizational 
development analyst in September 2016 
for the City of Kansas City. 


y) AMY 

9 4 REINERT- 
PRICE married 
Cory Price at 
Sacred Heart 
Cathedral in Amy’s 
hometown of 


reside in Kansas City, Missouri. 


y) INGRID BURNETT was elected to 
9 Shiece House of Representa- 
tives in November 2016, and began her 
first two year term in January. She repre- 
sents the Northeast area of Kansas City, 


and parts of Sugar Creek, Independence 
and Jackson County (District 19). 


y) 9 Qrarcis KENLEY served on 
the 2017 Steer Dinner and 


Auction Committee. 


y) @} ‘Ge LYON served on 
the 2017 Steer Dinner and 


Auction Committee. 


0 ‘Ge YOUNG served on 
the 2017 Steer Dinner and 


Auction Committee. 
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7 1 ANNE (WARIS) ALEXIOU and 

@ husband recently opened 
Southside Bar and Grille located in 
south Kansas City, Missouri. 


? 0 1 JEFF RANDOLPH was recently 


named vice president and 
director of client services for EAG 
Advertising and Marketing. 


9 Pa AGNELLY was selected 

Q as a 2016 Best of the Bar hon- 
oree. Jessica is an attorney with Wendt 
Law Firm in Kansas City. 


) ALICIA 
@ 2 CABRERA- 

HILL and husband, 

Josh, welcomed 


son, Leo Lloyd, on 
" “ October 30, 2016. 


y) @} ie ela (WINSTON) KNAPP, a 


science teacher at Winnetonka 


High School, was a finalist for the Teach- 


ers Who Inspire contest with KMBC 


Channel 9 news. 

y) JAMIE (COX) 

0 3 YOUNG and 

husband Andy wel- 
comed their third 
child, Hazel Dean 
Young on July 11, 
2016. Hazel was 
born six months 
after the passing of her Grandma and 
former Avila employee, Karen Cox, 
and was named for Karen’s hazel eyes. 
Hazel was lovingly welcomed into 
the family by her older siblings; 
Lucy & Quinn. 


) @} Sie HARPER was recently 
promoted within the State of 
Kansas Department for Children and 


Families as the QRIS Support Manager 
in Economic and Employment Services. 


9 0) Bi ween (MACLEAN) 
LAWRENCE served as co-chair 
with her mother, Karen MacLean, 


for the 2017 Steer Dinner and 
Auction Committee. 


y) KIMBERLY JONES recently 

Q 6 graduated with her MBA in 
Information Systems from Troy Univer- 
sity in Troy, Alabama. 


y) BRANDI RIGGS was selected as 
Q 6: 2017 president of Society 

for Human Resource Management of 

Greater Kansas City. SHRM - KC is 

the largest professional HR association 


in Kansas City with more than 
500 members. 


9 @} F gai EL (WILLIAMS) BRINGHAM 
recently accepted the position 
of medical case manager for the Kansas 


) MEGAN 
0 7 

WHITE and hus- 

band welcomed 


City Care Clinic. 


their third son, 


" 


Nash Jameson in 
December 2016. 


) @) SS BEILER won her first 
mid-America regional Emmy 
for Best Newscast - Morning/Daytime 


Markets 1-49 with 41 Action News in 
Kansas City. 
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y) 1 Oe. (ROTH) KELLY married John Kelly 


on August 5, 2017. The couple resides in 


Newport Beach, Calif. 


y) DANI DAMASKE recently 

@ o the position of 
marketing automation specialist with 
Lockton Affinity. 


) 0 gry FIRN recently became 
the assistant athletic director 
at Grand Rapids Community College in 


Michigan. He also serves as an exercise 
science adjunct instructor. 


y) JASON AND ’08 TERESA (DIEBAL) 

Q Sis EN will join Texas County 
Memorial Hospital in 2018. Jason, a 
general surgeon, will work full-time in 
the Surgery Department and Outpatient 
Surgery Clinic. Teresa, a pediatrician, 
will work full-time at the TCMH Medical 
Complex in Houston. Both doctors will 
provide inpatient care. 


y) DARLENE (KIRTLEY) WELDON 
Q Ooeiel Rodney Weldon on 
October 22, 2016. The couple met and 

fell in love in Abilene, Texas in 1986 


and reunited after over two decades 
of being apart. 


y) @) On" DONZE recently graduated 


from the New School in New 
York and is having great success with her 
one woman show “13 and Not Pregnant.” 


~~. ’0 Oo 
GLEESON 


welcomed son, 


William George 
Meade IV, on January 
3, 2017. Theresa cur- 
rently works at The 
Goddard School in 
Ladera Ranch, Califor- 
nia serving as the curriculum coordinator. 
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The school received an award in February 
2017 in Washington D.C. for their work 
incorporating 21st century skills and 
STEAM projects. 


~ ww ASHLEY 

; @ 9 (SOPER) 
HARP and husband, 
Ryan, welcomed 
their second child, 
Aldren Floyd on 
January 19, 2017. He weighed 7 pounds 
and 15 ounces and was 19 inches long. 
Aldren joins big brother, Kepler and big 
sister puppy Pigeon. 


y) ANDY PERKINS played Bob 
Q oe in the Kansas City 

Repertory Theatre’s production of 

Christmas Carol in December 2016. 


) O ons VAUGHN and wife Katie 
welcomed their daughter, 


Sophia Mae, on December 29, 2016. 


y) KATRINA 
0 9 WALTERS 
welcomed her first 
child, Otis James, 
on December 6, 
2016. Otis weighed ; 
nine pounds, four ounces. 


y) 1 hee BOBBIT served on 
the 2017 Steer Dinner and 
Auction Committee. 


y) 1 on MYERS was married 
on November 12, 2016. Danny 
and wife, Sarah, live in St. Louis. 


9 1 6 Dee SHARP 
and finance, Michael Hatfield, 


welcomed 
their first child, 
Robert Michael, 
on January 18, 
2017. 


- 
y) 1 On. (JORDAN) SMITH and 


husband, Chris, welcomed their 
second daughter, Grace Kay, on February 
2, 2017. Grace weighed eight pounds, 


y) 1 ower 
(DELANCEY) 
WALTHERS and 


husband, Michael, 
welcomed their 


three ounces. 


a first son, Graham 
Michael, on September 16, 2016. He 
weighed five pounds, four ounces, and 
was 18 inches long. 


9 DEVIN (HILDERBRAND) 

1 Oia and husband Le’Ray 
welcomed their first child, London, on 
December 31, 2016. 


y) 1 1 ’12 ELLEN BARNES served on 
the 2017 Steer Dinner and 
Auction Committee. 


9 715 MEGAN 
1 1 DEAVER 
welcomed daughter, 
River Cassandra Leia 
Wooten, on Febru- 
ary 23, 2017. River 
weighed eight pounds, 


three ounces. 
9 1 1 ’13 PAIGE SOLOMON-PICARD 


married Bryan Picard on 
October 8, 2016. 
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? 1 1 AL VILLALPANDO recently 


accepted the position of 
fund analyst at American Century 
Investments. 


y) 1 p ee 
CARDWELL 
and wife, Jami, 


welcomed their first 
son, Crew Michael, 


on February 22, 


2017. He was six pounds, and 
18 3/4 inches. 


) 1 Pea 
(CHUCK) 
DAVIS and wife, 
Rachael, welcomed 
their son, Alexan- 


der, on January 23, 
2017. 


y) 1 peas GARRETT accepted a 
new role in July 2016 as senior 

stakeholder engagement advisor at the 

Federal Reserve Bank of Kansas City. 


y) 1 Pipe (BICKLEMAN) HILL and 

husband, Erik, welcomed 
their first child, Elaina Elyse, on 
February 13, 2017. 


9 1 Cee LEWIS recently got 
engaged to Britt Hill-Dixon. 


y) 1 _ ROBERTSON designed 


the lights at Bartle Hall that 
celebrated the Kansas City Chiefs. Bartle 
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) 1 ete SUBRAMANIYAM and husband, 


Sukumar, welcomed their first child, 
Geetanjali S. Parameswar, on January 13, 2017. 


She weighed five pounds, seven ounces. 


Hall recently added the new computer- 
ized lighting system for the pylons or 
“Sky Stations.” 


y) 1 RACHAEL BEARD recently 

7. engaged to Kent 
Boydstun II. The couple are planning 
a wedding for October 2018. 


y) 1 a GOULD recently gradu- 
ated from East 15 Acting School 


in London. East 15 is one of a leading 
group of United Kingdom conservatories. 


od 


y) 1 a. (SYNDER) HEWITT AND 
HUSBAND, ’12 JOSH, welcomed 
their first child, Aspen Noelle, on 


October 12, 2016. 
9 1 7s Sa 
ROMAN- 


RODRIGUEZ married 
Facundo Rodriguez 
on November 14, 
2016. 


? 1 a WILGENBUSCH recently 


accepted a position as a regis- 
tered nurse at Aureus Medical Group. 


y) 1 5 eae HANSEN AND 
MATTHEW GRAHAM were unit- 

ed in marriage on December 31, 2016. 

9 1 oe KOCH AND ’16 UTAH 
FINDLEY were united in 


marriage on October 1, 2016. 


y) 1 6... DAUGHTERY AND 
’16 TYLER WHISENHUNT were 
united in marriage on December 3, 2016. 


2 1 Go. WHITE began a new 
job with the Kansas City CARE 


Clinic as director of practice manage- 
ment in August 2016. 


PAT MARTIN, former Advancement staff 
member, wrote a collection of poetry 
and was recently published. 


Stay Connected 


We want to hear from you! 

Job promotion, new baby, 

recent travels, or new home? Let 
us know so we can share your 
good news! Email your news 

to alumni@avila.edu or complete 
the What’s New With You form 


at avila.edu/alumni. 


Be Inspired. 


Alumni Association 
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President Emerita 
S. Olive Louise Dallavis, CSJ 


N DECEMBER 1, 2016, Kansas City and Avila lost a leader in education, faith and 
fundraising with the passing of S. Olive Louise Dallavis, CSJ. She was 95. As the 
longest acting president of Avila University for 24 years, S. Olive Louise’s career at 
Avila University spanned 45 years. 
President Emerita S. Olive Louise Dallavis’ name is synonymous with Avila University. 
She moved the campus of the College of St. Teresa to where we stand today and guided 
the name change to Avila College. Her legacy includes the Steer Dinner and Auction, 
which has raised millions of dollars for student scholarships, and The Harry S. Truman 
Distinguished Speaker Series. 
A bold and fearless leader, S. Olive Louise was an icon in the Kansas City region that 
will be remembered for her devotion to her faith and dedication to Avila. She was guided 
by St. Teresa’s words and our University motto, deo adjuvante non timendum (‘with God 


as our help, there is nothing to fear’). 

S. Olive Louise will never be forgotten by the thousands of lives she has touched at 
Avila University and beyond. 

You can make a gift in her memory using the envelope inside this edition of “Accent.” 


OF LIFE 
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y) LOIS (ROMER) POORMAN 
passed away on October 14, 
2016 in Springfield, Illinois. Lois gradu- 


ated from the College of St. Teresa with 
a bachelor’s degree in history. 


"A ole FRANCES (SULLIVAN) 
HERRINGTON passed away 

peacefully February 17, 2017. Mary 

graduated from the College of St. 


Teresa with her bachelor’s in education. 


(AO ee eee 
THORNBURG died on Decem- 
ber 19, 2016. She grew up in Kansas 


City, Missouri, and attended the College 
of St. Teresa. 


y) a KATHERINE (SULLIVAN) 
5 WIEDERKEHR passed away on 

October 2, 2016. Louise received her 

diploma in nursing from the College 

of St. Teresa. 


y) 7a ei ANN (BEUDER) 

5 O’BRIEN passed away on Feb- 
ruary 19, 2017. She received a bach- 
elor’s degree from the College of St. 
Teresa in business administration and 


went on to receive her master’s degree 
in education. 


y) JUDIE LELA GIBSON passed 

6 ae on September 14, 2016. 
She graduated from Avila College with 
a bachelor’s degree in education. 


6 oe (WOLSKI) MULIK passed 
away February 25, 2017. 
Judy graduated from Avila College with 


her bachelor’s degree in elementary 
education. 


y) 6 Oe PATRICIA “PAT” 
(MCCARTHY) LAUBINGER 
passed away October 24, 2016. Born in 


Augusta, Georgia. Pat moved to Kansas 
City to attend Avila College where she 
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earned her Bachelor of Science in nurs- 
ing. Pat would later teach at Avila. 


y) HELEN J. (MORRIS) VON 

7 Oe, passed away Decem- 
ber 18, 2016. She received her bach- 
elor’s in education from Avila College. 


y) GARY KOTTWITZ passed away 
on October 13, 2016. Gary 


received his bachelor’s in history from 
Avila College. 


y) BEVERLY ANN MOSNICK passed 
away December 22, 2016. She 


received her bachelor’s in social work 
from Avila College. 


y) DENNIS GIBSON passed away 

wi ge 24, 2016. Dennis 
received his bachelor’s in economics 
from Avila College. 


9 JEAN (ABRANZ) BEHRENS 

7 Fe peacefully on Novem- 
ber 8, 2016. After raising four children 
she graduated from Avila College with 
a Bachelor of Arts in studio art and art 
education. She and her fellow artists 
and friends started the first Artists 
Guild at Avila College. 


) 7 Fees JERALD BROWN passed 


away peacefully December 
14, 2016. James graduated from Avila 
College with his Bachelor of Arts in 
administration of justice. 


9 DEBORAH H. KEENAN passed 
7 ee September 16, 2016. 
Deborah earned a bachelor’s in social 

work from Avila College. 


y) SHARON KAY TILEY passed 
8 Ovway on September 17, 2016. 

Sharon received her MBA in general 

management from Avila College. 


y) MARY S. PHILLIPS passed away 
8 ve December 27, 2016. Mary 

graduated from Avila College with her 

Bachelor of Science in nursing. 


y) FRANCIS R. “BOB” WESTFALL 
8 A away December 9, 

2016. Bob received his bachelor’s 

in public administration from Avila 


College. 


? 707 MIRIAM L. SCHWARTZ 

8 emia away on October 31, 
2016. She completed her bachelor’s 
degree at Avila College in 1986. She 
returned to Avila University later in 
life to earn her MBA. One of Miriam’s 
greatest accomplishments was receiving 
her MBA at the age of 80. 


NICKI ALEXOPOULIS, passed away on 
October 25, 2016. Nicki was a former 
adjunct professor at Avila University in 
the Advantage School of Professional 
Studies. 


BILL CLARKSON, SR., passed away 
on September 17, 2016. Bill, a 
construction executive who served 
as president of Kansas City-based 
Clarkson Construction Co. for more 
than 50 years was a friend and 
supporter of Avila University. 


RICHARD “DICK” HAWK, passed away 
on March 4, 2017. A serial entrepre- 
neur, Dick was known for his love of 
jazz and as the owner of the Gaslight 
Grill. Dick was a friend and loyal 
supporter of Avila University. 


An error was made in the Fall 2016 issue 
of Accent magazine. It was printed that 
Margaret “Peggy” Clossick Hurley ’68 
passed away. Peggy is alive and well in 
Columbia, Mo. Our sincerest apologizes to 
Peggy and her family. 
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Nursing Graduate 
Gives Forward 


Scholarship Fund to Honor an Inspired Avila Professor 


Ellen Dukes, Ph.D. ’71 


llen Dukes, Ph.D. ’71 was a young 

Avila nursing student in the late 

1960s when she met the person 
who would inspire her future, Norma 
Lee Lewis-Lavik, Ph.D. ’58. 

As an Avila faculty member and 
leader of the nursing department, Lewis- 
Lavik inspired hundreds of students. 
She understood the importance of a 
strong professional nursing community 
and passed her passion on to her 
students. For this and for her many 
contributions, Lewis-Lavik received 
the Avila Medal of Honor in 1972 and 
inspired an entire generation of leaders, 
including Ellen Dukes. 


Avila.edu 


The Norma Lewis-Lavik Nursing 
Scholarship Fund was established by 
Dukes with contributions from many of 
her classmates as a memorial to their 
mentor. Just as Lewis-Lavik had a positive 
impact on their lives and careers, Dukes 
envisions this scholarship doing the 
same for the next generation of Avila 
nursing students. 

Avila’s impact on Dukes was pro- 
found. After graduation she went on to 
become an accomplished scientist and 
health professional. Dukes practiced nurs- 
ing at St. Joseph Medical Center for many 
years, eventually joining the Avila nursing 
faculty, where she taught from 1982-85. 

Dukes worked at Marion Laboratories 
and Marion Merrill Dow and at Pfizer 
Global Pharmaceuticals where she made 
significant contributions to the scientific 
community launching the drug Lyrica. In 
2014, Dukes was awarded the Tradition of 
Excellence in Nursing Award from Avila. 

“| recall often the very high quality 
of the curriculum and the competence of 
the faculty Lewis-Lavik led,” Dukes said. 
“Norma had a way of bringing out the 
best in us. It is a gift to encounter such an 
educator and mentor.” 

It’s a gift Dukes wishes for every 
nursing student. Thanks to the Norma 
Lewis-Lavik Nursing Scholarship Fund, it’s 
a wish that is more attainable than ever. 

“| was and am still able to use my 
education and build on it,” said Dukes. 
“And hopefully, make my own contribu- 
tion to the profession and to Avila.” 


Norma Lee Lewis-Lavik, Ph.D., ’58 


Securing Avila’s Heritage 


The Heritage Society was 
established in 1988 to recognize 
the remarkable contributions 
of Avila alumni and friends who 
have made provisions in their 
estate plans or lifetime planned 
gifts to support the future 
needs of the university. Such 
provisions may include: 


@ Bequests through wills and trusts 


H@ Charitable remainder 
or lead trusts 


@ Appreciated securities 


H Real estate and life estates 
in homes 


W Gift annuities 


@ Life insurance policies 


To find out more about joining 


Avila’s Heritage Society or 

the gift vehicles above, please 
contact Deanna Nelson, senior 
director of development, major 
gifts, at 816.501.2435 or 
Deanna.Nelson@avila.edu. 
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Avila University is sponsored by the Sisters of St. Joseph of Carondelet. 


AVILA 
ROUD 


HOMECOMING 2017 
September 21 - 24 


Alumni from the College of St. Teresa, Avila College and Avila University 


A 
* 


are invited to campus to help us celebrate homecoming. The classes of 
1947, 1962, 1967 and 1972 will be celebrating their 70th, 55th, 50th and 
45th reunions. Special invitations to previous Medal of Honor and Alumni 
Award recipients, Athletics Hall of Fame members, former faculty and staff 
and campus ministry alumni will be extended. 


PY AVILA UNIVERSITY 


Be Inspired. 


Sponsored by the Sisters of St. Joseph of Carondelet 


avila.edu/homecoming 


